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CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 4169 

USEEC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, ILO, AR 

SUBJECT: ILO: 63RD INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE 
REF: STATE 129460 

1 . REFTEL RECEIVED 0941 HOURS (LOCAL TIME) JUNE 6. IMMEDIATELY 
UPON RECEIPT, LABATT TELEPHONED DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION AFFAIRS IN FONMIN, AMBASSADOR FERNANDO RICCIARDI, 
WHO HAD INFORMED US TWO WEEKS AGO THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD 
SUPPORT OUR POSITION. RICCIARDI STATED THAT HE WOULD REQUEST 
IMMEDIATE CLARIFICATION FROM ARGENTINE DELEGATION IN GENEVA. 
HOWEVER, HE POINTED OUT THAT, GIVEN THE TIME DIFFERENCE WITH 
GENEVA, HIS REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION MAY ARRIVE TOO LATE TO 
HAVE ANY BENEFICIAL EFFECT ON VOTE IN SELECTIONS COMMITTEE 
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(WHICH ACCORDING TO REFTEL WILL HAVE CONSIDERED ISSUE EARLIER 
TODAY). 

2. FYI: ACCORDING TO STORY FILED IN THIS MORNING'S CLARIN BY 
REPORTED RICARDO KIRSCHBAUM, ARGENTINA AND OTHER LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES WHICH VOTED TO ABSTAIN LAST FRIDAY ON MOTION TO SEND 
ARTICLE 17 AMEMDMENT TO COMMITTEE ON STANDING ORDERS, MAY NOW 
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SUPPORT A MOTION TO FORM AN AD-HOC COMMITTEE TO ASSURE THAT 
ARTICLE 17 AMENDMENT PROPOSAL IS PASSED TO THE CONFERENCE FOR 
ITS CONSIDERATION. STORY SUGGESTS THAT ARGENTINA DOES NOT 
NECESSARILY SUPPORT THIRD WORLD POSITION (LED BY ALGERIA) WHICH 
ASIMED AT BURYING PROPOSAL IN STRUCTURE COMMITTEE ' FOR 4 OF 5 YEARS.- 

3. FYI ON ARGENTINE WORKER REPRESENTATION. AMBASSADOR GABRIEL 
MARTINEZ 1 RETURN TO GENEVA LATE LAST WEEK MARKED THE END OF- 
THE LAST DITCH EFFORT TO GET ARGENTINE TRADE UNION LEADERS TO 
REVERSE THEIR DECISION AGAINST FIELDING A WORKER DELEGATION TO 
THE ILO CONFERENCE. MARTINEZ WAS UNABLE TO GO SIGNIFICANTLY 
FUR TER IN TERMS OF COMMITMENTS TO THE "COMMITTEE OF FIVE" 

(A REPRESENTATIVE GROUP OF LABOR LEADERS) REGARDING TRADE UNION 
NORMALIZATION THAN LABOR MINISTER LIENDO'S NEGOTIATORS THE WEEK 
BEFORE./ 

4. THE TRADE UNION LEADERS HAVE EVIDENTLY DECIDED NOT TO SEND 
ANY MESSAGE TO THE AFL-CIO OTHER THAN AN EXPRESSION OF 
REGRETS AT NOT HAVING BEEN ABLE TO ACCEPT THE INVITATION TO 
WASHINGTON TWO WEEKS AGO. LEADERS ASKED US TO TRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE. 

5. THE GROUP OF TRADE UNIONISTS OR EX-UNIONISTS FROM 

THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY WHICH, ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS, 

IS SEEKING OBSERVER STATUS, IS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME GROUP THAT 
ATTENDED THE 9TH ORIT CONGRESS IN APRIL. BITTERLY ANTI-PERONIST 
AS WELL AS ANTI-COMMUNIST, THEY DO NOT PRESENTLY HOLD UNION 
POSITIONS. WE SUSPECT THEIR TRIP WAS FINANCED BY GOA. 

END FYI. 
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